Reel Conversations: WICKED
Friday, August 1 | 6:30-8:30 PM | @ Arts Collaborative Medford (ACM)

Presented by Sanctuary UCC in partnership with ACM and facilitated by Rev. Wendy Miller Olapade.
This program is funded in part by a grant from the Medford Arts Council, a local agency supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.
? Before You Come
Watch Wicked ahead of time (Amazon, Apple TV, YouTube, Max/HBO(free), etc.
Jot a few thoughts or feelings in response to the prompts below.
Feel free to bring your notes—or just bring your whole self.
Costumes and eyeliner optional... but welcome. @

Introduction

Watch this one with your heart wide open and your justice lens on.
This isn’t just a musical—it's a moral fable in fierce green eyeliner. Wicked invites us to ask: What happens
when the world’s version of "good" is just... good PR? (Streaming details below.)

¥ Watch for These Themes
1. © Power & Propaganda

e How does the film expose the machinery behind political control, storytelling, and fear-based
leadership?
What parallels do you see between the Wizard’s spin and modern media or government?
e How does the Wizard use charm, spin, and fear to stay in power?
e Who benefits from the labels "wicked" and "wonderful"?
& Go deeper?
e What's the Wizard selling?
e Who's buying it—and why?
e When have you seen something similar in real life?

2. @ Defying the Labels

e What does Elphaba’s story teach us about how society labels people as “dangerous” or “wicked”?
e When have you—or someone you love—been misunderstood because of how they looked, spoke, or
believed?
e Elphaba is misunderstood, mistreated, and misnamed. But who gets to decide what’s “normal”?
¢ Ask yourself:
o How are power and prejudice connected?
o Have | ever been labeled unfairly—or believed a label that wasn’t true?

3. € Friendship, Complicity, and Courage

e How does Glinda's arc mirror the real-life struggle to choose between comfort and conscience?
e What does it mean to protect someone, even when they don’t agree with you?
e Glinda wants to do good... but she also wants to be liked. Elphaba risks being hated to do what's right.
<r Reflect on:
e When have | stayed silent to protect myself?
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e What does real loyalty look like?
4. @ The Temptation of Belonging

The Wizard offers Elphaba everything she’s ever wanted—Ilove, home, purpose—but it comes at a cost.
& Consider:
e What are we willing to trade for acceptance or influence?
e Where does real belonging come from?

5. Defying Gravity (Literally and Spiritually)

¢ Spiritual Center
e Where does Elphaba’s strength come from? What’s her moral compass? What'’s yours?
e How do you find clarity when love, belonging, and power are all tangled up?

What lyrics or musical moments gave you goosebumps—and why?

% Soundtrack of the Soul
[ ]
e “Defying Gravity” is iconic for a reason. What are you ready to rise above?

Elphaba rises—alone, unafraid, unbought. And it’s glorious.
& What about you?

e What’s your broomstick moment?

e What would it mean for you to defy gravity?
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